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What were the limitations of the study? 
These are exploratory studies using information from a clinical trial that already reported other kinds of statistical 
outcomes. The rules of statistics indicate that firm conclusions cannot be made from exploratory studies, but these 
findings are very interesting and should be further studied.  
 
What do the results mean for you? 
These results suggest that treatment with belimumab may have “steroid-sparing” effects. If this turns out to be the 
case, after more studies are done, this would be very important to people with lupus since some of the major damage 
that the disease can cause may arise from side effects of steroids. 
 


